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Last month we focused on the mission approval process and the issue of 
maintaining good order and discipline as professional aviators.  This month we’ll 
discuss the criticality of performance planning and the use of performance data 
during mission execution.  

Performance planning is a requirement for every flight as stipulated by AR 95-1.  
However, with the advent of our modernized aircraft, performance data can now be 
derived from several sources to include the performance charts out of the applicable 
aircraft operator’s manuals (-10s), approved digital performance planning programs, 
as well as aircraft performance (PERF) pages found on the UH-60M, CH-47F and AH-
64D model aircraft.  It’s essential that performance planning is conducted, considered 
and discussed prior to each and every mission.  Additionally, if the temperature, 
pressure altitude or gross weight of the aircraft changes significantly during the 
mission, to continue operating safely, aircrews should know when to re-compute and 
discuss the performance data as a crew. 

Why the emphasis this month on aircraft performance data?  Over the course of 
the last three months, a number of accidents have occurred wherein accident 
investigators discovered errors in how performance data was prepared or utilized 
during the flight.  These findings ranged from not conducting before take-off power 
checks to confirm the performance planning data to not locating any referenced 
performance data at all for the flight.  Given the environments in which our Aviation 
units repeatedly operate, performance planning cannot be overlooked or 
disregarded.      

Historically, the summer months come with an increase in accidents for Army 
Aviation.  As of this date, there have been four (4) Class A accidents in the month of 
June alone.  Calculating and discussing PPC data, conducting before take-off power 
checks to confirm that data and when appropriate, recalculating and referring to the 
data while in flight is one of the top preventative measures to help us safely get 
through the hot summer months. 

Take a look at the quote from this month’s blast from the past.  BG Gene M. 
LaCoste, former Director of Army Safety, was “spot on” concerning his comments on 
“proper aircraft power management procedures.”  

Until next month, fly safe!  LTC David Fleckenstein, Dir., Air Task Force
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Class A - C Mishap Tables



Blast From The Past

articles from the archives of past Flightfax issues
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